
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
December 23-24, 2017 

 

*If you need assistance, please see one of the ushers in the back of the church; Large Print Bulletins are available. 

Grape juice is available in the tray for those who wish not to partake of the wine. Please Silence your cell phones 

during service. A Family Room is available for use during or after services.  It is located across from the office.  A 

changing station is available for your convenience in the restroom across the hall from the Family Room.  We 

respectfully ask that you refrain from taking photos during the service.  Opportunities are always available after the 

service. Welcome visitors please sign our guest book.   Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GIFTS GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD 

THE ALTAR CANDLES are given to the Glory of God and 

In loving memory of Rose-Miller Smith and husband, Keith Smith by Mike & Kathy Miller & family 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God: 

In loving memory of her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Sinn and her brother, Vernon Sinn by Ida Piccin  

  

  

We ask you to please note our Congregational Care Card, This week’s care card is for the family of 

Jim Valentine; please sign your name on the care card sheet posted by the bulletin board.  
 

Welcome!! 
 Parish office phone and fax is 570-668-2180. 

 Parish office email address is zionlcof@verizon.net  

 Parish website is  www.ziontamaqua.com  

 The Parish Office Hours- Monday & Wednesday: 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

                                           Tuesday & Thursday:  8:00 am - 1:00 pm 

  
Zion’s 2017 Church Council officers: Frank Rudy, President, Darlene Fetterman, Secretary, Dave Gensure, 

Treasurer, and Ann Marie Hadesty, Financial Secretary. Other members of Council include: Sam Caley, Paul 

Fegley, Ernie Henritzy, Bob Maue, Bonnie Painter, Tiffany Warden and Gerry Zeigler; if you have suggestions or 

concerns, please seek out a member of Council so that we can promptly address the needs of the congregation.  

 

 

 

Please remember the following in your prayers: The family and friends of Jim Valentine; Eileen Kelkis, 

George Nunemacher, Louise Schock, Matt Hope, Ron Dietrich, Marsha & Jim Bynon, Ron Springer, Jim 

McRoberts, Gladys Bates, Janet Plasha, Danny Whitenight, Hub Becker, Steve Budzinski, Mary Koch, John 

Lattanzi, Sandy Scott; and all of our members who are homebound. 

Assisting with Worship                                             Assisting with Worship 12/31/17 
LCA Judy Brennan LCA Dave Fetterman  
Cantor Emily Zancofsky Cantor Lucy Gerace 
Lector Emily Zancofsky Lector Lucy Gerace 
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SUNDAY, December 24, 2017, 4th Sunday in Advent 

9:00 The Service of Word and Prayer  

Christmas Eve 
4:00 Family Christmas Eve Candlelight/ Communion Service  

 9:00  Christmas Eve Candlelight/ Communion Service 

MONDAY  

 Church Office Closed 

TUESDAY  

 Church Office Closed 

 SATURDAY  

5:30 Saturday Evening Worship 

NEXT SUNDAY, December 31, 2017 

9:00 The Service of Lessons and Carols  

 
 
From the entire parish staff to everyone here this 
morning we wish you a Blessed Christmas. 
 
 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

December 24 – Christmas Eve Holy Communion & Candlelight, 4:00 & 9:00 pm  

January 1, 2018 – Community Sauerkraut Dinner  

 

 

There will be no Pre-School Sunday School on December 24th and December 31st.  
 

 

 
We extend our Christian Love and Sympathy to the family and friends of: 

 James Valentine, the Rite of Christian Burial was held December 22, 2017. 
 

 

Happy New Year 2018 – Zion will host a Community Pork & Sauerkraut Dinner 

New Year’s Day, Noon to 3:00 pm. Everyone Welcome!! 

 

 

Attendance for 12/16/17 
5:30        24 

Attendance for 12/17/17 
9:00        89 
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GIFTS GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND DONATIONS are given to the Glory of God and 

In loving memory of James Valentine by Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Mehalko 

In honor of our granddaughter, Nicole Dietrich on her birthday December 18th by Nanny & Pop  

In loving memory of Jane Springer by Dave and Darlene Fetterman 

In loving memory of James Valentine by Dave & Darlene Fetterman 

ENDOWMENT FUND DONATIONS are given to the Glory of God and 

In loving memory of Jane Springer by Pastor Phyllis Wolford 

In honor of Sandy & Joe Mehalko for their singing and music for my mom Janie, Thank you - Judy and family 

ORGAN FUND DONATIONS are given to the Glory of God and 

In loving memory of Jane Springer by Marlin & Carolyn Tirpak 

 

Would you like to make a gift to our Capital Campaign today?  Do you need an envelope for your gift?  Blank 

envelopes can be found in the rear of the church on either side.  Please just write your name and Capital 

Campaign on the envelope so we can give you credit; and place the envelope in the boxes found on the wall 

on either side at the back on the sanctuary. 

 

Zion Christmas 2017 
 

Christmas Eve Services 
Candlelight Family Service with Holy Communion - 4:00 p.m. 

Candlelight Service with Holy Communion - 9:00 p.m. 
 

New Year’s Eve, December 31 
Sunday Service of Lessons and Carols - 9:00 a.m. 

 
New Year’s Day Fellowship 

Community Sauerkraut Dinner from 12:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
Free will offering accepted 

 
Epiphany service 

Saturday, January 6/ Fellowship Hall - 5:30 p.m. 
 

Join us at Zion for a time of reflection, inspiration and celebration.  
We Look forward to seeing you there! 

 
Please note that the church office will be closed December 25th, 26th, January 1st, 
and 2nd.  If you are in need of assistance please leave a message, the answering 
machine will be checked periodically.  Thank you! 
 

On behalf of Zion and our committee members, the Capital Campaign would like to thank Kelsey Zamudio 

for all of her hard work on the magnificent thermometer she created to track the church’s progress in 

achieving its capital campaign goals. The Zion Capital Campaign Committee is extremely grateful to 

Kelsey for her creativity and commitment to our church’s efforts in helping make its capital campaign a 

great success. Kelsey is an exemplary role model to others in her boundless faith and assistance to Zion 

in growing to serve the community.          
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“Reformation 500 Information” 
Did you know we are coming to the end of our Reformation celebration? Some say that of all the sermons 

Martin Luther preached, the ones about the nativity are his most memorable. Here is one of them: "On 

earth it happened in this wise. There was a poor young wife, Mary of Nazareth, so little esteemed that 

none noticed the great wonder that she carried. She was silent, did not vault herself, but served her 

husband, who had no man or maid. They simply left the house. Perhaps they had a donkey for Mary to 

ride upon, though the Gospels say nothing about it, and we may well believe she went on foot. The journey 

was certainly more than a day from Nazareth in Galilee to Bethlehem, which lies on the farther side of 

Jerusalem, Joseph had thought. 'When we get to Bethlehem, we shall be among relatives and can borrow 

everything.'  A fine idea that was! Bad enough that a young bride married only a year could not have had 

her baby at Nazareth in her own house instead of making all that journey of three days when heavy with 

child! How much worse that when she arrived there was no room for her! The inn was full. No one would 

release a room to this pregnant woman. She had to go to a cow stall and there bring forth the Maker of all 

creatures because nobody would give way. Shame on you, wretched Bethlehem! The inn ought to have 

been burned with brimstone, for even though Mary had been a beggar maid or unwed, anybody at such a 

time should have been glad to give her a hand. There are many of you in this congregation who think to 

yourselves: If only I had been there! How quick I would have been to help the Baby! I would have washed 

his linen. How happy I would have been to go with the shepherds to see the Lord lying in the manger! 

Yes, you would! You say that because you know how great Christ is, but if you had been there at that 

time you would have done no better than the people of Bethlehem. Childish and silly thoughts are these! 

Why don't you do it now? You have Christ in your neighbor. You ought to serve him, for what you do to 

your neighbor in need you do to the Lord Christ himself. The birth was still more pitiable. No one regarded 

this young wife bringing forth her first born. No one took her condition to heart. No one noticed that in a 

strange place she had not the very least thing needful in childbirth. There she was without preparation: no 

light, no fire, in the dead of night, in thick darkness. No one came to give the customary assistance. The 

guests swarming in the inn were carousing, and no one attended to this woman. Let us, then, meditate 

upon the Nativity just as we see it happening in our own babies. Behold Christ lying in the lap of his 

young mother. What can be sweeter than the Babe, what more lovely than the mother! To me there is no 

greater consolation given to mankind than this, that Christ became man, a child, a babe, playing in the lap 

of his most gracious mother. Now is overcome the power of sin, death, hell, conscience, and guilt, if you 

come to this gurgling Babe and believe that he is come, not to judge you, but to save." 

The new Altar Flower and Bulletin Sponsor list for 2018 is on the bulletin board.  The costs 

of the flowers are $28.50 and individuals will be billed from the florist.  The cost of the bulletin 

sponsorship is $16.00 and monies are due when you place your name on the list. You can also 

sponsor the Candles for the month at $40.  Please remember to fill out a card with your 

honorarium or memorial this information is needed for the bulletin.  These sponsorships are 

on a first come first serve basis; this is to ensure that everyone has equal opportunity to sponsor 

these memorials. Please contact the church office if you have questions.  Thank you in advance 

for your cooperation.   


